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Population Structure: China vs. India

Third, the internal composition of states’ populations is changing significantly and has implications
for each state’s potential power. For example, the difference in age structure between China and
India asserts that China will age rapidly during the period under examination, while India will
remain voung. Age distributions will affect the ability of countries to field militaries and sustain
casualties, to build labor forces, and — if one accepts the conventional wisdom that high-tech
advances are usually spearheaded by young people — to make rapid technological breakthroughs.
More over, it now is becoming clearer that China will not follow Japan’s demographic route; that is
to say, that China will get old before it gets rich, unlike Japan which grew rich before it grew
old. Alternatively, India, with its positive age structure, has at least the potential to grow rich and
powerful before it gets old.
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